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Cover Photo: Half plate (5.5” x 4.25”) tintype photograph believed to be Thomas J. McEveny, his 
youngest daughter Laura Amaryllis McEveny and his wife Elizabeth (Van Anglen) 
McEveny. Circa 1856, most likely taken by (based upon the use of side-lighting in 
his photography) James H. Emerson, dagguerotypist, ambrotypist and 
photographer, who had moved to Keokuk, Lee County, lowa in 1854. His studio 
was located about a block from the home in 1856 of Thomas’ daughter, Mary Ann 
(McEveny) Bowles. 


This photo is currently in the possession of the author, having inherited it from Pat 
(Malone) Waltman, who in turn had inherited it from her mother, Eva Pearl 
(Wiggins) Malone, who was born in 1894. Pat, when in her mid-nineties, was 
asked if she knew the identities of those in the above photo and in another, 
smaller group photo believed to have been of their children, taken circa 1860. 

Her reply was “No, but they are on the Wiggins side of the family.” With that single 
clue, it was possible to determine that the McEvenys were the only possible 
ancestors whose family members correspond to those in the photos. 


The Great American Tintype was patented by Hamilton Lampere Smith on 19 Feb 


1856. Since Thomas J. McEveny had died by the time of the 1856 lowa Census, 
this is one of the earliest tintypes in existence. 


PUBLIC DOMAIN: This document is hereby placed in the public domain, hoping that doing so 
will help other researchers to discover clues that can help to solve their own family mysteries. 
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Introduction 


The purpose of this paper is simply to document the available facts relevant to Thomas J. and 
Elizabeth (Van Anglen) McEveny, their Known ancestors, children and grandchildren. My original 
research into these families took place in 2012, a time when few people had established an 
ancestral connection back to this couple. The primary impediment at that time was the many 
phonetic spellings of the McEveny surname as found in public records. For instance, there is a 
line of McAvinneys who had arrived in Washington County, Missouri not long before Thomas and 
his family had left there in the 1830s. Most likely they were kin of some sort, though the likelihood 
of finding direct proof of that is very remote. One of Thomas’ brothers chose to spell the surname 
McEvony. Other phonetic spellings include McCaveny, McAvony, McEviney, Mclviny and 
countless minor variations. Mis-transcriptions from public records include McEvery, McAvery, 
McEnery and other. By pulling together the Known facts of this family, it is hoped to shed a little 
extra light on the lives of these people, and point out which questions about them remained to be 
answered, should some future researcher have the good fortune to happen upon additional clues 
that might help solve such minor mysteries. 


With a simple family history like this, it is hoped that the reader won't focus solely on their direct 
line. Doing so reveals a lot of interesting stories about our McEveny clan, including the fact that 
at least one ancestor served during the Revolutionary War, and there were descendants who; 
e Married arguably the most famous governor of Idaho, who was assassinated four years 
after his last term of office; 
e Survived imprisonment at Andersonville during the Civil War and was a scout for General 
Sherman during his March to the Sea; 
Prospected for gold during the Black Hills Gold Rush; 
Became Vice President and Treasurer of the United Grocery Company in Utah, which her 
husband had founded in 1907; and 
e Served as postmistress in 1850s Illinois. 


In addition, our ancestors were close neighbors of Mark Twain in the early years before his books 
made him a worldwide celebrity. And no doubt, there are additional interesting anecdotes that 
have been missed, partly in an effort to keep this work from becoming overly long-winded or too 


complicated. 


Our story begins with Thomas J. McEveny, a pioneer settler of lowa Territory. 
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Thomas J. McEveny 


On 20 Jan 1827, Thomas McEveny of Breton Township, Washington County, Missouri was 
summoned to appear in court to answer a complaint by John Gibson. The subject of the 
complaint was a note dated 2 Apr 1823 where Thomas had promised to pay $17.34 % to John 
Gibson of [indecipherable] Mines.* 


The State of Missouri was formed in 1821, and Washington County formed in 1813. The most 
notable frontier industry there was lead mining, which was located in the vicinity of Potosi, in 
Breton Township. 


In the 1830 Census, Thomas McEveny was living in Harmony Township, Washington County, 
Missouri. He was 30-39 years old, with a wife aged 15-19 and three daughters under age 5 
(Suggesting she was married by age 16 or so). The young age of his bride suggests that her 
father may have died before she came of age. In that era, it was exceptionally rare for a woman 
to marry prior to age 18. One particular circumstance when it did occur was if the both parents 
had died, or if the father had died and the mother remarried. Any daughters close to marrying age 
would be married off, so as not to be either a temptation to or a financial burden on the new 
stepfather. Another remote possibility is that Thomas had another wife who had died just prior to 
the 1830 Census, but his three eldest daughters’ births are too closely spaced for that to be very 
likely. Whatever the case, there is no record of any marriage of his in Washington County, and 
none of his three eldest daughters had death notices or death certificates that provide the name of 
their mother. 


In the 1840 Census, Thomas and his family were living in Des Moines Township, Clark County, 
Missouri. This is situated in the northeastern corner of Missouri, along the Des Moines River 
where it flows into the Mississippi River. Located on the opposite shore was lowa Territory, which 
had been created on 4 Jul 1838. In this Census, he had one son and five daughters, and his wife 
is a bit older than was stated in the 1830 Census, suggesting that she may have actually been 
closer to 20 years old at that previous Census. 


On 14 Jul 1840, Thomas McEveny purchased two lots in Saint Francisville, Clark County, 
Missouri from William H. Pritchett for $125.2 On 1 May 1841, he and Elizabeth, his wife, sold this 
property to Robert McKee and William B. McKee for $250.° 


Around 1843, Thomas McEveny and his family moved to lowa Territory, presumably near Keokuk, 
where his family is found in the 1850 Census. 


1 Missouri, Washington County, Court Case 518, Box 09, Folder 210, Microfilm C32810 C (Missouri State 
Archives). 

? Missouri, Clark County, Deeds, Book C, pages 40. 

3 Missouri, Clark County, Deeds, Book C, pages 41. 
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Keokuk is located at the confluence of the Des Moines and Mississippi Rivers. In the 1840s it 
was an important portage for people and goods heading up the Mississippi River to points north. 
People and goods were offloaded there and shipped overland past the Des Moines Rapids, 
where the water voyage northward would recommence. 


In that time period, Keokuk was considered a dangerous place, especially to raise a family. 
Robert B. Ogden for a time published a newspaper in Keokuk, The Keokuk Register. At one 
point he recounted a motherly old lady whose acquaintance he had made on the steamboat trip 
from St. Louis to Keokuk in the fall of 1846. She said of Keokuk: “It’s the wickedest place in the 
United States... Nothing but thieves and gamblers and every night somebody’s robbed... and the 
number of people killed is awful.“ But it was also a place of great opportunity, being an important 
frontier crossroads during the Great Western Migration. 


On 29 Nov 1846, Louisiana McEveny married James W. Beebe in Lee County, lowa Territory. 
On 28 Dec 1846, lowa became a state. 


On 6 Jun 1847, Maria L. McEveny married Charles A. Wiggins in Clark County, Missouri. 
According to the 1850 Census, she was born about 1826, and likely was Thomas’ eldest 
daughter. Why the marriage took place in Missouri is a bit puzzling. In 1847, she would have 
been 21 years old, and thus free to marry whomever she pleased. It is also likely that she was 
employed and residing in Clark County, Missouri at the time, since the majority of jurisdictions in 
that era required that the marriage be performed in the bride’s county of residence. 


In the 1850 Census for Keokuk, Lee County, lowa (a distance of 13 miles east of Saint 
Francisville, Missouri), Thomas stated that he had been born in 1799 in Vermont, and his wife 
Elizabeth was born 1809 in Missouri (when it was still part of the Louisiana Territory, and just four 
years after the Louisiana Purchase). His occupation was listed as laborer. The four oldest of his 
children align well with the individuals described in his 1840 Census record. In addition, there 
are three younger children. Together with Maria (who had moved with her husband to Dansville, 
Steuben County, New York by 1850), his children were: 

e Maria Lucinda McEveny, b. about 1826 in Missouri. 
Mary Ann McEveny, b. about 1828 in Missouri. 
Louisiana “Lucy” McEveny, b. about 1830 in Missouri. 
Evaline McEveny, b. about 1835 in Missouri. 
Samuel Alfred McEveny, b. about 1836 in Missouri. 
Henrietta Elizabeth McEveny, b. about 1838 in Washington County, Missouri. 
Thomas Fletcher McEveny, b. about 1840 in Clark County, Missouri. 
Edwin Luther McEveny, b. about 1845 in lowa Territory. 
Laura Amaryllis McEveny, b. about 1849 in lowa. 


4 Shoppers Free Press (Canton, MO), 4 Dec 1974. 
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In the 1852 State Census for Keokuk, lowa, Elizabeth McEveny is the head of household, aged 
42, and she, Mary Ann and Evaline were listed as seamstresses. Samuel was employed as a 
mail boy.° 


In the 1854 State Census for lowa, T. J. McEveny had a household of 3 males and 2 females, 
which included two voters and two militia members (which would be Thomas and Samuel, who 
later enlisted in the Union Army at Keokuk).° 


No further record of Thomas J. McEveny was found. 


° http://rootsweb.com/~ialee/census/keo1852/keocen-mc.htm, accessed 18 Sep 2006 (no longer a valid 
link by 2020). 

° Ancestry.com's lowa State Census Collection, 1836 to 1925, 1854, Lee County, Jackson Township, 
image 13 of 19. 
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Elizabeth (Van Anglen) McEveny 


Thomas J. McEveny had died some time between 1854 and 1856, since in the 1856 State 
Census for lowa, E. McEveny age 45 stated that she was widowed and had lived in the state of 
lowa for 13 years. The children living with her were Henrietta, Thomas, Edwin and Laura.’ A city 
directory for that year shows that they were living at Exchange Street and South 7th Street. Her 
son-in-law, James Rogers Bowles, was living 4 %2 blocks to the southeast, and her son-in-law 
James Beebe, was living 7 blocks northeast of her.*° They resided there at the same time as 
Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) and his brother, Orion Clemens, who lived on Main Street about 3 
blocks east of James Rogers Bowles. In fact, it was Orion Clemens who published the cited 
directory (with Samuel as typesetter) which gives the locations of Elizabeth and her sons-in-law. 


Elizabeth’s daughter Henrietta married Henry E. Lightner on 21 Oct 1856 in Lee County, lowa. 


On 7 Jul 1856, Samuel A. McEveny (at approximately age 20) purchased from James T. White 
and Caroline his wife for $50, the SE %4 SW % of Section 35, Township 39 (North), Range 2 
(West, 5th PM) in Crawford County, Missouri." On 10 Jun 1857, Elizabeth McEveny, as lawful 
guardian of Samuel A. McEveny of Crawford County, Missouri, sold this property to Garland 
Hemenway for $75.2 On 13 Mar 1858, Samuel A. McEveny of Lee County, lowa executed a 
deed for the same property to William H. Martin of Crawford County, Missouri for $125!'* Ouch! 
What happened there? Both men owned patents in the same section as Samuel’s property, so it 
is unlikely that they had purchased Samuel's property without knowledge of each other’s 
transaction. It seems most likely that Elizabeth’s sale was invalidated for some reason, perhaps 
because Samuel had originally purchased the property without needing her consent. And a year 
later, Martin was willing to pay considerably more for the property than Hemenway had. 


On 1 Nov 1859 Elizabeth McEveny patented 40 acres of land in Crawford County, which was 
located in Liberty Township, less than a mile SSE of Samuel’s property (Samuel had married a 
few months earlier in Lee County, lowa, so presumably he had left Missouri for good by then).” 


? Ancestry.com's lowa State Census Collection, 1836 to 1925, 1856, Lee County, Jackson Township, 
image 42 of 201. 

8 Ancestry.com's U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995, lowa, Keokuk, 1856, Keokuk [Iowa] Directory, 1856, 
page 87. 

° Ancestry.com’s U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995, lowa, Keokuk, 1856, Keokuk [Iowa] Directory, 1856, 
page 57. 

1° Ancestry.com's U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995, lowa, Keokuk, 1856, Keokuk [lowa] Directory, 1856, 
page 56. 

" Missouri, Crawford County, Deeds, Book E, page 335, FHL Microfilm # 0008316793, image # 180 of 
584. 

2 Missouri, Crawford County, Deeds, Book E, page 549, FHL Microfilm # 0008316793, image # 301 of 
584. 

13 Missouri, Crawford County, Deeds, Book F page 23, FHL Microfilm # 0008316793, image # 381 of 584. 
4 Bureau of Land Management, Government Land Office, Accession #MO1120_.373, Section 3, SW 4 
SW %, Township 38 North, Range 2 West, 5th PM. 
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No further record of Elizabeth was found after that date. Elizabeth’s property was located about 
two miles from the eastern boundary of Washington County, where she and Thomas had spent 
the earlier years of their marriage together (Breton Township, Washington County, Missouri is 
located about 25 miles east of Liberty Township). The family of her daughter Mary Ann was living 
in Liberty Township in 1860, but her husband did not own property there. Were they simply there 
tending to the property until Elizabeth’s estate could be settled? Did she die there, or elsewhere? 


There is no record of Elizabeth’s estate being probated in Crawford County, Missouri. But it 
would seem that it took until 1880 for her son-in-law James Beebe to acquire the interests in her 
patent from his wife’s siblings. The fact that Elizabeth does not show up in any 1860 Census list, 
and is never found paying taxes for her property after that time, suggests she likely died around 
1860. It could be that her estate was probated there, and the file has been lost or misplaced due 
to the turmoil caused by the Civil War or other factors. 


Property tax lists for Crawford County, Missouri start in 1861,*° with additional records in 1865 
and 1866, and after 1870 nearly all subsequent annual lists are preserved. Owners in the 1860s 
are listed alphabetically by township, whereas later lists are ordered by section, township and 
range, leaving no doubt who was paying taxes for Elizabeth’s patent. The latter lists are far more 
useful, because they list properties whether the taxes were paid or not. The earlier lists appear to 
only list those who paid their taxes, and her name is not included on those lists. With the latter 
lists, it is possible to tell what had happened to Elizabeth’s property year-by-year. A review of 
those lists show that Elizabeth McEveny’s name first shows up on the 1871 tax list,’® but in that 
year and in 1872,"’ 1874"® and 1876”? it is not noted that taxes were paid. Starting in 1877, her 
son-in-law James Beebe began paying taxes,”° and after 1884 his name replaced Elizabeth’s on 
the tax rolls.2*. Things continued like that until 1891, when Robert Moses Hicks (James’ 
son-in-law) started paying taxes on the property,” signifying that James and his family had likely 
made their move west to Oklahoma around that time (the Oklahoma Land Rush took place in 
1889). 


5 Missouri, Crawford County, Tax Lists, 1861, microfilm # 27619 (Missouri State Archives). 

5 Missouri, Crawford County, Tax Lists, 1871, Current Number 427, microfilm 27621 (Missouri State 
Archives). 

7 Missouri, Crawford County, Tax Lists, 1872, Current Number 461, microfilm 27621 (Missouri State 
Archives). 

8 Missouri, Crawford County, Tax Lists, 1874, Current Number 469, microfilm 27621 (Missouri State 
Archives). 

° Missouri, Crawford County, Tax Lists, 1876, Current Number 469, microfilm 27622 (Missouri State 
Archives). 

0 Missouri, Crawford County, Tax Lists, 1877, Current Number 472, microfilm 27622 (Missouri State 
Archives). 

1 Missouri, Crawford County, Tax Lists, 1884, Current Number 383, microfilm 27624 (Missouri State 
Archives). 

22 Missouri, Crawford County, Tax Lists, 1891, Current Number 568, microfilm 27627 (Missouri State 
Archives). 
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James and Lucy (McEveny) Beebe and their family were living in Liberty Township, Crawford 
County, Missouri for the 1880 Census. At the 23 Sep 1882 session of the Circuit Court of 
Crawford County, Missouri, the County Sheriff acknowledged a large number of deeds of 
conveyance, including one from [the estate of] Elizabeth McEveny to James Beebe for the SW % 
SW % Section 3, Township 38, Range 2 (which was her 1859 patent property).** That deed was 
indexed as the “Collector vs. Elizabeth McEveny,”“ so James acquired the property by paying 
the overdue back taxes (which usually amounted to around 50 cents per year, or about $12 plus 
interest and accrued penalties, if any). 


There is an additional mystery about Elizabeth’s property, as for several weeks during the 
summer of 1904, notice was given by A. L. Reeves in the Crawford Mirror of a suit that he had 
initiated against the unknown heirs of Elizabeth McEveny.” Why this took place may provide 
additional clues to her and her children. It was likely an attempt to gain clear title to her land, 
perhaps because her daughter Maria’s interest was never extinguished, since she and her 
husband were both dead by the early 1860s. 


Elizabeth’s surviving younger children - Evaline, Thomas, Edwin and Laura (“Rily”) - are found in 
the 1860 Census for Monroe County, Illinois, living in Township 4 South, Range 9 West. The 
Village of Renault is located in the southeast corner of that congressional township, and her 
son-in-law Charles Augustus Wiggins had purchased 40 acres of land there in Jan 1858.7° He 
died a short time later. His widow Maria then married Joseph B. Asberry in Monroe County, 
Illinois on 23 Apr 1860. No 1860 Census record was found for them, suggesting that her siblings 
had been residing at her house while she and her new husband were either honeymooning, 
looking for a new residence in Jackson County, Illinois (more likely) or possibly attempting to 
settle her mother’s estate in Missouri or elsewhere. Joseph Asberry died in Jackson County in 
1866, and it appears that Maria had died there shortly after the birth of their only child, Joseph 
Napoleon Asberry, around 1861.?’ 


The estate of Charles Wiggins is lost in a labyrinth of files at the Monroe County Courthouse. 
The file had been initiated, but never completed. That was likely due to the unfortunate death of 
his wife, coupled with the tumult of the start of the Civil War. It appears the estate could not have 
devolved to Maria’s mother, if she had indeed died not long after her last known record in 1859. 
And after that, the estate might have devolved to Charles’ father, Sheldon Wiggins, who held the 
mortgage on Charles’ property. But he had moved from Steuben County, New York to Alleghany 
County, New York prior to 1860, so it may have been difficult to locate him. At that time, he was 
also dealing with the death of another son, and by the end of the decade he would be sent to 


?3 Missouri, Crawford County, Circuit Court Records, Volume H, page 586, FHL Microfilm # 008714170, 
image 307 of 338. 

4 Missouri, Crawford County, Circuit Court Index, Volume 2, page 112, FHL Microfilm # 008714164, 
image 93 of 332. 

8 Crawford Mirror (Steeleville, Missouri), Volume XXXIII, No. 2, Thursday, 28 Jul 1904 (and other dates), 
page 8, column 6. 

6 Illinois, Monroe County, Deeds, Book W, page 181. 

77 Illinois, Jackson County, Probate Files, Division A, Box 1, File 12, Joseph Asberry. 
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New York City for medical treatment, where he died soon after. For one or more of these likely 
reasons, Charles’ estate was never formally closed and effectively became a dead file, probably 
stored away decades later when someone decided to clean up the courthouse files. It is the not 
knowing when the file was closed that contributes to the challenge of determining where in the 
courthouse it is hiding. If that file could be found it would likely provide additional, much needed 
clues to the fates of some of these people. It would very probably clearly name all of his heirs. 


By 1870, all of the surviving McEveny siblings had returned to Lee County, lowa. By 1880, the 
siblings had all scattered westward, to lowa, Nebraska, South Dakota and Western Missouri. 


Elizabeth’s 1850 Census record states that she was born in Missouri in 1809. In that year, all of 
Missouri was still part of Louisiana Territory and had not yet opened for settlement (that took place 
after Missouri Territory was established in 1812). But plenty of squatters settled on land prior to 
that time, and the French had an established mining district not far from the area where her 
husband was enumerated in the 1830 Census. Because that Census implies that she was 
between 15 and 19 years old, and the 1840 Census implies she was a tad older than that, she 
likely was born around 1810 or so. 


Several records provide us with varying accounts of Elizabeth’s maiden name and conflicting 
information about her place of birth. Her daughter Henrietta’s death certificate states her parents 
were Thomas McEveny of Vermont and Elizabeth Van Angel, born in Tennessee.”* The death 
certificate of Edwin McEveny states that his parents were “Thomas McEveny of Va. and Elizabeth 
Van Angle of Mo.”*? Regarding the discrepancy in the state of nativity for Thomas and Elizabeth, 
the Census records of their children Louisiana, Mary Ann, Laura and Thomas state that their 
parents were born in Vermont and Missouri, respectively. 


8 Ancestry.com’s Utah, Death and Military Death Certificates, Salt Lake County for Henrietta Elizabeth 
Lightner. 

9 Missouri Secretary of State, Missouri Death Certificates, 1910-1969 (online database), Certificate # 
27844 for Edwin McEveny, accessed 8 Jul 2020. 
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McEveny Ancestors 


Knowing that Thomas J. McEveny had been born about 1795 in Vermont, it was worth checking 
1800 and 1810 Census records to see if any McEvenys could be found there at that time. In 
1800, Cornelius McEveny was living in Colchester, Chittenden County, Vermont and his 
household included a male under age 10 who was a potential match to Thomas. By 1810 he had 
moved and was living very near the Canadian border in Sheldon, Franklin County, Vermont. His 
household included two sons aged 10-15, one of whom was a potential match to Thomas. 


Cornelius McEveny had married Polly Watson in Williamstown, Berkshire County, Massachusetts 
on 19 Feb 1792 (about 140 miles due south of Colchester, Vermont). And on 20 Feb 1815 in 
Franklin County, Vermont, the estate of Polly McEveny was probated. It identifies her as the 
widow of Cornelius McEveny, and lists the following children: 

1. Thomas McEveny, age 20 (born about 1794).°° 

2. Salley (McEveny) Williams, “of full and legal age,” residing in New York (born before 
1797). The given name of her spouse and her fate is not Known. 

3. Mariah (Polly) McEveny, age 17 (born about 1798). She married Asa Johnson** and they 
remained in Franklin County, Vermont. 

4. Charlotte McEveny, age 14 (born about 1801). Her fate is not known. 

5. Lucinda McEveny, age not stated (probably born about 1803). She married Clemens C. 
Palmer* and they lived in Saint Lawrence County, New York. 

6. Samuel McEveny, age 10 (born about 1805), residing in New York. He chose to spell this 
surname as McEvony. He married first Betsy E. Goodell,*? and second Waitz Ann MNU. 
He lived in Saint Lawrence County, New York until the 1830s, and then moved to 
Washington County, Wisconsin Territory. 

7. Louisa McEveny, age 9 (born about 1806). She married Abraham Dunning, Jr.** and they 
lived in Addison County, Vermont. She and at least three of her children moved to Henry 
County, Illinois around 1867, where she later died. 

8. Lucretia McEveny, age 7 (born about 1808), residing in New York. Her fate is not known. 


Where Cornelius had lived prior to his marriage to Polly is unknown. However, there appear to 

be no McEvenys in the 1790 Federal Census, assuming the name was not mis-transcribed, 
which happens fairly often with this surname. If he was not in America in 1790, then he most 
likely immigrated after that date. If so, the odds are best that he came from either Northern Ireland 


3° There is one reference in this file to Daniel McEveny, who later in 1815 was of full and legal age. That 
was likely a transcription error, as Cornelius’ Census records do not show two sons born in the 1790s. 
31 Ancestry.com’s Vermont, Vital Records, 1720-1908, 1871 and later, Johnson-Jones for Mariah 
Johnson, image 1578 of 4686. It gives her parents as Cornelius MacEvaney and Polly, and her date of 
death as 22 Jan 1871. 

32 History of Essex County [Vermont] by H. P. Smith (1885), page 741. 

33 Farly History of the Town of Hopkinton by Carlton E. Sanford (1903), page 485. 

% History and Genealogy of the Jewetts of America, Volume 1 by Frederic Clarke Jewett, M.D (1908), 
page 483. 
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or Scotland, and was part of a flood of Scots-Irish immigrants seeking better fortunes in the New 
World, which had started decades earlier. The economy of Northern Ireland was dominated by 
the Ulster Plantations, and the labor force was predominantly from Scotland and Northern 
England. Many families didn’t stay there for more than a generation or two, before moving on to 
better opportunities in America and elsewhere. 
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Van Anglen Ancestors 


There are virtually no clues to any Van Angles or Van Angels in early Census records, in fact 
these surnames don't exist, at least not preceded by “Van.” The closest surname would seem to 
be Van Anglen. 


If the Van Anglens were Elizabeth’s ancestors, they hailed from New Jersey, and a number of 
descendants were part of The Great Migration West in the late 1700s and early 1800s. The 
family originally settled on Staten Island, New York. The surname was originally Rynearson, but 
was changed to avoid confusion with a neighboring family there. Thus, the Rynearsons from 
Hengelen, The Netherlands, became the Van Hengelens, which evolved to become the Van 
Anglens. 


The Asberry’s possibly also had roots in New Jersey, so it is possible that there was a relative of 
Maria’s mother who in 1860 had suggested that she marry the recent widower, Joseph Asberry, 
who lived two counties away. If any of these people had lived a bit longer, it may have been 
possible to uncover sufficient clues to perhaps find some additional answers to the many 
unresolved questions. But we are not so lucky. 


It is worth noting that there was a group of Van Anglens who settled for a time in Mercer County, 
Kentucky, and from there moved to various parts of Missouri. The best source of information 
about these Van Anglens is found in A Genealogy of the Rynierson Family by Peter M. Rinearson 
and Arthur P. Rynearson (1997), though it provides no clues to Elizabeth’s direct ancestors. 
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Thomas and Elizabeth’s Children and Grandchildren 


This section gives a brief overview of the families of Thomas and Elizabeth’s children, and is 
presented in order of birth. 





3.75"x2.5” tintype, probably circa 1859-1860 in Keokuk, Lee County, lowa, possibly shortly before Samuel 
McEveny’s wedding in the summer of 1859 (since his bride is not present). These individuals 
have not been positively identified, but are believed to be as follows: 

Front, Left to Right: Mary Ann (McEveny) Bowles, James Rodgers Bowles, Henrietta (McEveny) 
Lightner, Henry Lightner. 

Rear, Left to Right: The two young girls are unknown, Samuel A. McEveny, Edwin Luther McEveny, 
Thomas Fletcher McEveny. 

Missing from the photo are Lucy (McEveny) Beebe, Maria Lucinda (McEveny) Wiggins, Eveline 
McEveny and Laura McEveny. Given that their mother was in Crawford County, Missouri in 
1859, Lucy, Evaline and Laura may have been there when the photo was taken. Maria was 
almost certainly in Monroe County, Illinois. 
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Maria Lucinda (McEveny) Wiggins Asberry 


Maria married Charles Augustus Wiggins, Senior on 6 Dec 1847 in Clark County, Missouri. By 
the 1850 Census, they had moved to Dansville, Steubens County, New York, where they lived 
with her father-in-law, Sheldon Wiggins, and brother-in-law, Washington Wiggins. At that time 
they had one son, William, who was born in 1849. 


On 16 Jun 1853, Charles was appointed postmaster of the village of Hamburg, Calhoun County, 
Illinois, which was located on the banks of the Mississippi River, about 100 miles south of 
Keokuk, lowa. He held that position until 16 Dec 1854.°° On 10 Nov 1856 Charles took over as 
the postmaster for the village of Renault, in Monroe County, Illinois, which was further down river 
and inland a few miles. 


On 28 Jan 1858, Charles purchased a 40-acre tract of land from C. H. Sampson and Mary his 
wife for $512. The property was located at the edge of the Village of Renault, being part of Lot 
No. 1 of the “Rheno Survey” of 1854 (presumably the plat of the village of Renault). It was 
located on the road to Kaskaskia, the main thoroughfare of the day.*° On 23 Jul 1858, Charles 
and Maria mortgaged this property to Sheldon Wiggins of Allegany County, New York for $200.°%’ 


Charles served as Renault’s postmaster until 1 Apr 1859, when his widow temporarily took over 
until a permanent replacement could be found. She served in that capacity for five weeks.*° 
Records show that Charles’ estate had entered probate in Monroe County, Illinois on 11 Apr 
1859.°° But the probate was never finalized, likely due to the death of his widow a few years 

later, plus the deaths of her mother and second husband, coupled with the turmoil of the Civil War. 


On 15 Jan 1855, Charles A. Wiggins of Monroe County, Illinois, made a land entry for 160 acres 
of land in Alexander County, Illinois,*° receiving the patent to that property on 1 Jun 1857. No 
subsequent sale of this property was found, suggesting that at some point it may have been sold 
at a sheriff's sale to pay back taxes. 


On 23 Apr 1860, Maria married Joseph B. Asberry in Monroe County, Illinois. They don’t appear 
in the 1860 Census in either there or Jackson County, Illinois (where he lived), leaving us with no 
direct clue of her children up to that point in time. How Maria came to marry a man who lived two 
counties to the south is a bit of mystery. It could simply be that word had traveled fast among the 
postmasters that there was a rich widow in Renault. Or, it is possible that there may have been 


35 Ancestry.com’s U.S., Appointments of Postmaster, 1832-1971, Illinois, Adams, Douglas, page 16, 
Calhoun County, image 151 of 554. 

36 j/linois, Monroe County, Deeds, Book W, page 181, C. H. Shelton and wife to Charles A. Wiggins. 

37 Illinois, Monroe County, Deeds, Book W, page 181, Charles A. Wiggins mortgage of Sheldon Wiggins. 
38 Ancestry.com’s U.S., Appointments of Postmaster, 1832-1971, Illinois, Marshall-St Clair, page 100, 
Monroe County, image 120 of 520. 

3° j/linois, Monroe County, Probates, Box |, file 65, Chas. A. Wiggins. 

* Illinois Secretary of State, Public Domain Land Tract Sales Database. 
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some connection between the Asberrys and Van Anglens, and an effort was made to keep the 
wealth in the family. 


While Maria and her children are not found in Census records of Monroe County, Illinois in 1860, 
her siblings are. Thomas, Eveline, Edwin and “Rilly” McEveny were living in Township 4 south, 
Range 9 west, which is the congressional township where Renault is located. Was the plan for 
everyone to move to Renault and live on Charles’ 40 acre farm? But Charles’ death and the 
death of their mother put an end to those plans? 


As noted earlier, Joseph Asberry died on 5 Jul 1866 in Jackson County, Illinois, leaving Joseph 
Napoleon Asberry as his only heir.** There is no trace of Maria in later Census records. The 
most likely scenario is that she died giving birth to Joseph, or soon after. 


Four of Maria’s orphaned children are found in various households in the 1870 Census, with the 
only remaining mystery being the whereabouts of her youngest son, Alfred Sheldon Wiggins, at 
that time: 

1. Joseph Napoleon Asberry is listed as Joseph Lowe, age 9, and Is living in Randolph 
County, Illinois in the household of Rev. John W. and Emily (Asberry) Lowe (the former 
being his older half-sister), his adoptive parents, 

2. Inthe same household is “Dalia Wigns,” age 17, who is believed to be his stepsister 
Evaline Wiggins, 

3. Charles Augustus Wiggins is listed as “Chas. Wegan,” who is living in Jackson County, 
Illinois in the household of Grant and Margaret Cochran, and 

4. William Wiggins is listed as “Williams Wegans,” who was born in New York and was 
sharing a household with Thomas Ingraham, his future wife’s brother. 


From 1880 on, the Wiggins orphans can be traced fairly easily through Census records until their 
deaths. 


Alfred Sheldon Wiggins’ eldest daughter, Eva Pearl (Wiggins) Malone was born in 1894 and died 
in 1999. Her father died of cancer when she was a teenager, but she had photos in her 
possession of Alfred’s siblings; Evaline (Wiggins) Gregory and Charles Augustus Wiggins, 
Junior. She also created a Book of Remembrance that included the precise dates of birth and 
death of all of Charles Senior’s children, including two sons who died as infants. In that book, 
written in my grandmother’s handwriting, is a note that Evaline’s only daughter had provided her 
the dates of birth and death (given below) from her mother’s Family Bible. I’ve tried for years to 
find out if that Bible is still in the hands of her descendants, but thus far I’ve been unsuccessful. 
Without the knowledge that she had preserved, there would be no proof of the identities of Eva’s 
aunt and uncles, and their connection back to the earliest days of Colonial New York. 


Charles Augustus and Maria Lucinda (McEveny) Wiggins had the following children: 


41 Illinois, Jackson County, Probates, Division A, Box 1, File 12. 
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1. Franklin Wiggins, b. 12 Jun 1848, d. Feb 1849. 

Francis Wiggins, b. 7 Jul 1849, d. 10 Jul 1849.** 

3. William Henry Wiggins, b. 25 Jun 1850, d. 17 Oct 1880 in Jackson County, Illinois. He 
was a farmer, and he married Margaret Matilda Ingram on 7 Aug 1877 in Jackson 
County, Illinois. They had one son, who probably died prior to adulthood. 

4. Evaline Lucinda Sarah Wiggins, b. 15 Dec 1852, d. 4 Jan 1941 in Grass Valley, Nevada 
County, California. She married William H. Gregory, a farmer, on 14 Dec 1882 in 
Bellefountaine, Mahaska County, lowa (which is where her uncle, Samuel Alfred 
McEveny, was living at the time). They had one daughter. 

5. Charles Augustus Wiggins, Junior, b. 14 May 1855, d. 2 Jan 1941 in Red Cloud, 
Webster County, Nebraska. He was a farmer, and he married the widow Anna Bell 
(Shelton) Leeds on 6 Apr 1889 in Guide Rock, Webster County, Nebraska. He had five 
daughters and two sons. 

6. Alfred Sheldon Wiggins, b. 30 Jul 1857, d. 7 Apr 1907 in Jackson County, Illinois. He 
was a farmer, and first married first Jane Lucinda Austin on 23 Oct 1879 in Jackson 
County. They had one daughter who died in infancy. He married second Mary Caroline 
Davis on 1 Nov 1882 in Jackson County. They had eleven children. Their eldest son 
Charlie ran a planing mill during construction of the Panama Canal, where he worked for 
more than twenty years. 


i 


Maria’s only child by Joseph Asberry was: 
1. Joseph Napoleon Asberry, b. 25 Mar 1861, d. 13 Feb 1930 in Socorro, Socorro County, 
New Mexico. He was raised by his father’s oldest daughter, Emily, and her husband, 
John W. Lowe, whose surname he was given. Joseph later in life assumed the identity of 
Joselion Ashburton Lowe and had claimed to have been from Tampa, Florida or Ohio. 
At the time of his death he was serving as a Judge in Socorro County, New Mexico. 


Charles Augustus Wiggins, Senior was a 7th generation descendant of John Wiggin (no S), who 
arrived in America in 1656 and a few years later settled at the eastern end of Long Island, New 
York.*? Charles had a direct ancestor who helped evacuate General George Washington’s army 
across Long Island Sound to Connecticut after the Battle of Long Island in the summer of 1776. If 
his efforts, and those of many others on the island, had been unsuccessful, the American 
Revolution would very likely have ended soon after it had started. The complete lineage back to 
John Wiggin is included as an appendix at the end of this book. 


* This information comes from Eva Pearl (Malone) Wiggins’ Book of Remembrance, a collection of family 
group sheets and pedigree charts now in possession of the author. The family group sheet that it is taken 
from states that it was copied from a Bible record in possession of Ivy Myrtle (Gregory) Armstrong, the 
daughter of #4 of this family. 

48 New York Genealogical and Biographical Record, Volume 59, April 1928 (containing generations 1 
through 5), plus generation six. John Wiggin and Some of His Descendents by Rev. Creighton 
Spencer-Mounsey. Eva Pearl Wiggins of East Saint Louis Illinois obtained a copy of this document in 
Washington, D.C., probably around 1950. 
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Mary Ann (McEveny) Bowles 


Mary Ann McEveny married James Rodgers Bowles, “a contractor involved in large enterprises,” 
on 31 Aug 1853 in Keokuk, Lee County, lowa.“* They were living in Liberty Township, Crawford 
County, Missouri in 1860; had returned to Keokuk, Lee County, lowa by 1870 (likely by 1865, as 
he is not found paying property tax in Crawford County in 1865*°); and were living in Kansas City, 
Jackson County, Missouri by 1880 until her death in 1909. 


They had the following children: 

1. Alice Bowles, b. 1854, d. in infancy. 

2. Charles Madison Bowles, b. 4 Aug 1856 in Keokuk, Lee County, lowa, d. 23 Dec 1940 
in Los Angeles, California. He was a carpenter, but eventually worked for an oil company. 
He married Emma Dillman on 13 Sep 1880 in Jackson County, Missouri. They had three 
children. 

3. Ida May Bowles, b. 20 Oct 1859 in Crawford County, Missouri, d. 1939 in Pinellas 
County, Florida. She never married. 

4. Constance Luella Bowles, b. 19 May 1869 in Keokuk, Lee County, lowa, d. 1937 in 
Pinellas County, Florida. She married Oliver Neal Axtell, a civil engineer, on 28 Feb 
1901 in Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri. They had one daughter. 


“ The History of the Bowles Family by Thomas M. Farquhar (1907), page 147. 
4 Missouri, Crawford County, Tax Lists, 1865, microfilm # 27619 (Missouri State Archives). He did pay 
taxes there in 1861, but he was NOT living on Elizabeth’s patent). 
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Louisiana “Lucy” (McEveny) Beebe 


Lucy married James W. Beebe, a cooper and a farmer, on 29 Nov 1846 in Keokuk, Lee County, 
lowa. In 1860 and 1870, they lived in Keokuk, Lee County, lowa. By 1880, they had moved to 
Liberty Township, Crawford County, Missouri, and in 1882, he paid the delinquent taxes on his 
mother-in-law’s 1859 patent and received the deed to that property. By 1891, his son-in-law took 
over paying taxes on that property, which was likely when they moved west. In 1896, James died 
in Indian Territory (present day Oklahoma). Lucy survived him, dying in Fairview, Major County, 
Oklahoma in 1911. Their children were: 


1. Mary Ann Beebe, b. 13 Nov 1847. She married Edward W. Reed, a carpenter from 
England, on 24 Dec 1869 in Lee County, lowa. They had no children. 

2. Elizabeth H. “Libby” Beebe, b. 13 Dec 1852, d. 29 Jan 1897. She married first Robert 
Moses Hicks, a farmer from Pennsylvania, around June 1870. They had ten children. 
After Robert died, she married Elijah Coffman on 20 Sep 1903 in Crawford County, 
Missouri. They had no children. 

3. Evelyn M. Beebe, b. Dec 1857, d. 10 Apr 1902. She married Thomas Wymer on 18 Mar 
1877 in Crawford County, Missouri. They had two sons. 

4. IdaB. Beebe, b. 1859. She did not live to be enumerated in the 1870 Census. 

5. James Elsworth Beebe, b. 22 Sep 1861, d. 24 Nov 1942. He was a farmer. He married 
twice, but had no children. 

6. Samuel Edwin Beebe, b. 13 Dec 1863, d. 21 Sep 1939. He was a farmer, and he 
married Sarah Belle Brady in 1896 in Blaine, Homestead, Oklahoma. They had nine 
children. 

7. Rebecca Laura Beebe, b. 17 Apr 1865, d. 12 Sep 1937 in Wapato, Yakima County, 
Washington. She married first John Andrew Paul on 28 Aug 1884 in Crawford County, 
Missouri. They had five children. She married second Merrit Malcolm Andrews on 9 
Jun 1899 in Blaine County, Oklahoma. They had one son. She married third Henry H. 
Woody, a farmer, on 27 Aug 1900 in Blaine County, Oklahoma, and they had three 
children. 

8. Cora Beebe, b. 19 May 1868, d. 25 Mar 1939 in Fairview, Major County, Oklahoma. She 
married John Wesley Pharis, a farmer, around 1891. They had at least 11 children, one 
of whom died before 1900. 

9. Thomas Joseph Beebe, b. 30 Dec 1871, d. 3 Nov 1964 in Pocatello, Bannock County, 
Idaho. He was a farmer, and he married Laura Emaline Howerton on 28 Feb 1897. 
They had ten children. 
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Evaline (McEveny) Keppel 


She married Frank Keppel, a pork packer and wholesale provision dealer, on 7 Aug 1862. She 
died on 27 Feb 1865 in Keokuk, Lee County, lowa. Their children were: 


1. Eveline Belle Keppel (image below),*° b. 18 Jun 1863, d. 7 Jan 1951 in Angwin, Napa 
County, California. She married Frank Steunenberg, a newspaper publisher and 
politician, on 25 Jun 1885 in Knoxville, Marion County, lowa. They had five children. The 
family moved to Caldwell, Canyon County, Idaho by 1889, where in 1897 Frank became 
the fourth governor of the State of Idaho, serving until 1901. He had been responsible for 
using Federal troops to quell a miner’s strike while in office. In retribution, on 30 Dec 
1905, he was assassinated by Harry Orchard, who had rigged a bomb to explode when 
the gate to the front yard of his home was opened. Prior to the conclusion of the ensuing 
murder trial, Eveline forgave his assassin and urged him to join the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, which he did. 

2. Edward Franklin Keppel, b. 21 Jan 1865, d. 7 Jul 1865. 








4 ‘ = - 
f Pa CALDWELL 
6. W. Shinn a 
Evaline Belle (Keppel) Steunenberg, from the collection of John T. Richards. 


“ Find A Grave, memorial # 91343340, image from John T. Richards. Also 
https://steunenberg. blogspot.com/2008/09/mrs-steunenberg-pardons-slayer-of-her. html. 
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Samuel Alfred McEveny 


Samuel Alfred McEveny was born about 1836 in Washington County, Missouri, and in 1852 was 
working as a mail boy in Keokuk, lowa. As stated earlier, from 1856 to 1859 Samuel had owned 
property in Crawford County, Missouri, but by 1859 he had returned to Keokuk, lowa, where he 
married Sarah Ann Knaggs. In the 1860 Census he was working as a boatman. 


Samuel had served as a private in the Union Army, Third Regiment, Company C, lowa Cavalry 
during the Civil War, for a term of three years. He was mustered out in Atlanta, Georgia on 9 Aug 
1865. 


He is listed in the 1871 Directory for Keokuk, lowa as a lumber and millwork dealer, yet in the 
1880 Census he was working as a ferryman in Scott Township, Mahaska County, lowa, 
presumably providing crossings of the Des Moines River. 


In 1884, he patented 160 acres in Aurora County, South Dakota.*’ And in 1889, he patented 
another 80 acres in Douglas County, South Dakota,*® which was located about two miles west of 
his Aurora County property. 


In 1889, he moved his family to Sioux City, lowa,*° where, on 22 Dec 1890, he was granted an 
invalid’s pension for his Civil War service. In the 1892-1893 Polk Directory for Sioux City, lowa, 
he was listed as selling meats and residing at 1425 7th Street.°° In 1894, he was in business as 
Barber & McEveny, where he resided at 100 4th Street.°* The 1896 Polk Directory for Sioux City 
notes that Samuel had moved to Kansas City, Missouri,°* where he worked as a butcher and 
lived with his two youngest children, Chester and Pearl.** He died there on 9 Apr 1900 of 
pneumonia,™ and it is where his wife had died a few years earlier, on 23 Oct 1897.°° Samuel 
and Sarah Ann had ten children: 


1. Arthur McEveny, b. 1860. He was not included in their 1870 Census household, 
suggesting that he died young. 

2. Jennie May McEveny, b. 11 May 1861, d. 27 Apr 1920 in Kansas City, Missouri. She 
married Albert Asberry Gregory, a farmer, around 1883 (Albert’s brother William married 


4” Government Land Office, Accession # SD2010__.274. 

* Government Land Office, Accession # SD0910__.245. 

4° Sioux City Journal (Sioux City, lowa), 28 Jun 1889, Friday, Whole Number 5998, page 4, column 6. 

© Polk Directory, lowa, Sioux City, 1892-1893, page 437, FHL Microfilm # 007952282, image 857 of 1251. 
+ Ancestry.com's U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995, lowa, Sioux City, 1894, R. L. Polk & Co, page 481. 
* Ancestry.com's U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995, lowa, Sioux City, 1896, R. L. Polk & Co, page 226. 
8 Ancestry.com's U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995, Missouri, Kansas City, 1900, R. L. Polk & Co, page 
636. 

*4 Ancestry.com's Missouri Death Records, 1834-1910, Kansas City, Missouri, Record of Deaths, page 
85. 

°° The Kansas City Times (Kansas City, Missouri), 27 Oct 1897, Wednesday Morning, Volume LV, No. 
119, page 8, column 6. 
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the only daughter of Charles Augustus and Maria L. (McEveny) Wiggins). They had 
four children. 

3. Thomas Erwin McEveny, b. 1863, d. 13 Apr 1896 in Sioux City, lowa. He worked as an 
“express man” and carpenter, and married Jennie Anna Foye around 1892. They had no 
children. 

4. Alfred McEveny, b. about 1866. No record of him was found after the 1880 Census. 

5. Sabert Samuel McEveny, b. about 1868, d. 4 Mar 1934 in Sioux Falls, lowa. Sabert 
worked for the Sioux Falls, lowa Police Department for 30 years. He married first Harriett 
J. Marsh on 22 Nov 1890 in Woodbury County, lowa, and second Leah Belle Dicus on 
18 Mar 1901 at the same place. He had three children by the first marriage, and two by 
the second. 

6. Florence Henrietta “Flora” McEveny, b. Dec 1869, d. 1932 in Tulsa County, Oklahoma. 
She married first Charles S. Barber, a carpenter, on 10 Dec 1891 in Omaha, Nebraska, 
and second John Wesley Avery, a dairy farmer, around 1905. She had two daughters by 
the first marriage and one by the last. Her first daughter, Myrtle, was kidnapped as an 
infant by her abusive first husband, who took her to Brooklyn, New York. Her fate was 
unknown until she was 14 years old, at which time her father was arrested for shooting the 
finger off of another man. He gave his name as Charles Stafford, but he had confided to 
his attorney that his real name was Charles S. Barber. He had raised Myrtle as Mary 
Stafford, the only name she had ever known.°*® 

7. Sarah Ann McEveny, b. 14 May 1872, d. 9 Oct 1958 in Omaha, Nebraska. She married 
Earnest Kupper, a teamster and meat packer, on 24 Dec 1890 in Sioux City, lowa, who 
soon after adopted the surname of Bruckner. They had six children together. 

8. Arthur McEveny, b. 1875, d. unknown. 

9. Emma Pearl McEveny, b. Feb 1878. She married Delbert Henry Keller, a gardener, 
stationer, and farmer. They had two sons. 

10. Chester Knaggs McEveny, b. 14 May 1884, d. 14 May 1963. He was a cattle buyer, and 
married Mollie Josephine Teubel. They had two sons. 


°° The Courier (Waterloo, lowa), 7 Oct 1908, Wednesday, No. 231, page 2, column 5. 
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Henrietta (McEveny) Lightner 


According to different obituaries, Henrietta was born in either Washington County or Crawford 
County, Missouri in 1838 (more likely the former). She married Henry E. Lightner, a building 
contractor with interests in milling, mining and railroads, in Keokuk, lowa in 1856. They moved to 
Kansas City, Missouri in 1881.°’ 


One of her obituaries states “Her parents, descended of Revolutionary stock, were early pioneers 
to the Mississippi Valley, going there from Vermont.”*® This latter claim would seem to possibly 
apply to her grandmother’s (Polly [Watson] McEveny’s) line. Her great grandfather was Samuel 
Watson, from Berkshire County, Massachusetts. There are literally several dozen Watsons who 
had served in Massachusetts during the Revolutionary War, but there is no direct proof of the 
identity of Polly’s father to determine what his service might have been. 


Henrietta and Henry had nine children: 


1. Ralph M. Lightner, b. Jan 1858, d. Feb 1918 in Kansas City, Kansas. He worked as a 
carpenter and a shipping clerk, and married Emma P. Semans around 1883. They had 
three daughters and a son. 

2. Loren Sigel Lightner, b. 27 Aug 1860, d. 20 Jun 1891. He was a train engineer, and 
died in a train derailment about three miles from Osceola, Missouri. 

3. Alvin Blair Lightner, b. 11 Feb 1863, d. 27 Oct 1951 in Seattle, Washington. He was a 
candy maker, and he married Zenia M. Jordan in Mar 1888 in Montana. They had no 
children. 

4. Carl Edwin Lightner, b. 23 Feb 1867, d. 13 Jun 1886 in Kansas City, Kansas. 

5. Jessie |. Lightner, b. 4 Mar 1869, d. 25 Nov 1927. She married Miles Walter Barrett, a 
railroad foreman, on 7 Sep 1890 in Jackson County, Missouri. They had one son. 

6. Amy Grace Lightner, b. Sep 1873, d. 6 Jan 1956 in Seattle, Washington. Her husband 
was Jesse Norman Smith, who in 1907 founded the United Grocery Company.°? They 
were married on 16 Jun 1903 in Salt Lake City, Utah. They had two children. Upon his 
death, Grace became Vice President and Treasurer of the United Grocery Company, with 
her son Lightner Smith as President. 

7. Harry Isaac Lightner, b. 20 Feb 1875, d. 8 Sep 1958 in Kansas City, Kansas. He was a 
house painter, and he married Mamie Gertrude Clary on 20 Sep 1899 in Kansas City, 
Missouri. They had four children. 

8. InaLightner, b. Jan 1879, d. 29 Nov 1952. She had been institutionalized as a mental 
patient when she was a teenager, where she lived her entire adult life. 


°? The Kansas City Times (Kansas City, Missouri), 17 Aug 1932, Wednesday, Volume 95, No. 197, page 
6, column 3. 

8 Salt Lake Telegram (Salt Lake City, Utah), 16 Aug 1932, Tuesday Evening, Volume XXXI, No. 171, 
page 13, column 3. 

°° Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah), 7 Nov 1935, Volume 340, Number 33, page 7, column 3 
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Thomas Fletcher McEveny 


Thomas was born on 22 May 1840 in Clark County, Missouri. The occasion of his 60th wedding 
anniversary resulted in the following brief biography: 


“Spearfish, S. D., Dec. 4. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. McEveny have just celebrated 
the 60th Anniversary of their marriage. Twenty-five children and grandchildren 
met to felicitate the couple and enjoy a feast. 


“Mr. and Mrs. McEveny were married at String Prairie, la., in 1866, and came to 
the Black Hills in 1876. Mr. McEveny is a veteran of the civil war, enlisting at 
Keokuk, !a., April 15 1861. He was in 27 battles, among them Springfield, Mo.; 
Shiloh, Tenn.; La Grange, Corinth, Cotton Gin, Memphis and Wells Valley, where 
he was captured, sent to Atlanta, being subsequently sent to Libby prison, Belle 
Isle, Andersonville, Savannah and Millen, where he succeeded in escaping and 
rejoined the union lines. 


“The veteran was honorably discharged at Davenport, la., January 5, 1866. At 
one time he was a scout for Gen. Sherman. He is in excellent health, 
notwithstanding his prison experience during the war and his age.” 


Thomas had served as a corporal in Company H of the 6th Regiment, lowa Infantry during the 
Civil War. He gave a first hand account of an experience at Andersonville prison:°* 


“T.F. McEveny, 6th lowa, Spearfish, S. D. says ‘I was taken prisoner at Will's 
Valley, near Lookout River, on Nov. 21, 1863, and was exchanged on Nov. 20 
1864, at Savannah. | was with the second squad that was taken to Andersonville 
Prison in the Spring of ‘64. There were six of us, R. Galoway, Dr. Garwin, T. Rice, 
Rev. Massey and one other besides myself. We had one of the two shacks that 
were in the prison at that time, ours being the one on the east side, nearest the 
creek and was made of split logs and dirt. We organized a sworn league for 
tunneling, and started to work about 15 or 20 feet from the dead line on the west 
side. We first dug a shaft about 25 feet down and struck sand; we then tunneled a 
distance of 43 feet, expecting to come out about 20 feet beyond the stockage into 
a little hollow, where we would be protected from view. 


“Our league of 14 members included Joe Fletcher, R. Galoway, John Tucker, 
Clark McCasky, A. Lloyd, Henry Gall and seven others besides myself, whose 
names | cannot remember. We were supposed to be digging a well. We made a 


® Sioux City Journal (Sioux City, lowa), 5 Dec 1926, Sunday, Volume 57, No. 34, page 8, columns 3 & 4. 
® The National Tribune (Washington, District of Columbia), 24 Mar 1910, Thursday, Volume XXX, No. 12, 
Whole Number 1491, page 3, column 4. 
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hoisting bucket out of pine and our pick and shovel was a half canteen and an old 
butcher knife. We reached a point where only John Tucker and myself, would go 
into the hole to work, for if caught it meant sure death. We had been working 
about two weeks, when Capt. Wirz was seen coming toward us with 20 negroes 
and guards and himself swinging two big revolvers. He said he would allow us no 
more provisions until we told him who was doing the tunneling. He said he would 
shoot them when found. It looked bad for Tucker and me, but we decided the best 
thing to do was tell him ourselves, so Tucker stepped up and said ‘I am one of the 
men who has been working in that hole. What are you going to do about it?’ And | 
said ‘I’m the other man.’ He looked at first one and then the other of us, as if 
dumbfounded. When his senses returned, he said ‘Vell, what won’t you tam 
Yanks do?’ The negroes and guards filled up our tunnel, and that was the last that 
we ever heard of it. | would like to locate John Tucker or any of the boys that 
were with me in prison.” 


Thomas had made a land entry on 160 acres in Lawrence County, South Dakota, for which he 
took out a mortgage on 13 Dec 1886. He was in default of that mortgage and foreclosure had 
been advertised, with a public sale scheduled for 20 Jul 1888 to recover the amount of $387.40, 
$100 in attorney fees, plus court costs.°* Somehow, he managed to avert disaster, as on 17 Oct 
1888 he received the patent to the property.® 


According to his son Frank A. McEveny,® Thomas came to South Dakota in 1878 and was 
placer-mining in Potato Gulch (located about 5 miles south-southeast of Mount Rushmore 
National Monument). In 1879 he returned to Keokuk, lowa to fetch his young family, initially living 
in a crude cabin in Potato Gulch before moving to Lead in late 1879, where Thomas eventually 
worked for the Homestake Mining Company. There is a “McEveny Claim” in Whisky Gulch just 
south of Lead, though it is not known if he or anyone in the family actually owned that claim. 


Thomas and his wife, Kate Isabel Harris, died within five months of each other in 1928. They had 
eight children: 


1. G.L.McEveny (daughter), b. about 1869. 

2. Frank Alfred McEveny, b. 18 Jan 1872, d. 21 Aug 1950 in Spearfish, South Dakota. He 
was a fireman, and he married Emma A. H. Christ Langhoff on 29 Apr 1897. They had 
two children. 

3. Robert McEveny, b. About 1876. 

4. Florence Pearl McEveny, b. 14 Dec 1880, d. 13 Nov 1863. She married James R. 
Campbell, a miner, on 7 May 1907 in Terreville, Lawrence County, South Dakota. They 
had one daughter. 


® The Daily Deadwood Pioneer-Times (Deadwood, South Dakota), 8 Jun 1888, Friday, Volume 12, No. 
275, page 4, column 5. 

8 Government Land Office, Accession # SD1440_ _.391. 

° Queen City Mail (Spearfish, South Dakota), 8 Jan 1942, Thursday, 54th Year, No. 2, page 4, column 4. 
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Frederick Earnest McEveny, b. 6 Dec 1882, d. 14 Jan 1947 in Sonoma, California. He 
was a carpenter and builder. He married Myrtle Bigler on 6 Dec 1909 in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. They had two children. 

Etta James McEveny (twin), b. 11 Oct 1885, d. 5 Nov 1982 in Spearfish, South Dakota. 
She married Brooks Hiram Waley, a mining mill worker, in Jun 1906 in Lawrence 
County, South Dakota. They had two daughters. 

Alta Harris McEveny (twin), b. 11 Oct 1885, d. Mar 1977 in Fallon, Nevada. She married 
William Joseph Tretheway, an electrician, on 29 Apr 1908 in Lawrence County, South 
Dakota. They had two sons. 

Mae Garnet McEveny, b. 10 Dec 1887, d. 22 Feb 1980 in North Hollywood, California. 
She married William Harrison Campbell, a carpenter. They had one daughter. 
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Edwin Luther McEveny 


Edwin was born 28 Dec 1844 in Keokuk, Lee County, lowa. In the 1871 Directory of Keokuk he 
was listed as a shoemaker. That remained his occupation after he had relocated by the 1880 
Census to Kansas City, Missouri and until at least 1904. By 1906 he changed occupations and 
became a confectioner. He never married, and died in Kansas City on 12 Sep 1915. 


® Missouri Secretary of State, Death Certificates, Jackson County, Prairie Township, Registration District 
0400, #27844, Primary Registration District 5553B, Registered No. 65. 
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Laura Amaryllis McEveny 


Laura was born Aug 1849. In the 1870 Census, she was living in Des Moines Township, Lee 
County, lowa. By 1881 she was living in Omaha, Nebraska, where in 1884 she was working as a 
laundress. She remained in Omaha until at least 1893, but in 1897 she was reimbursed for 
witness fees by the County Commissioners of Bourbon County, Kansas (located about 100 miles 
due south of Kansas City). By the 1900 Census she was living in Kansas City, Missouri, where 
she worked as a “solicitor for a coffee company.” 


By 1910, she was living at the Western State Hospital in Fort Supply, Woodward County, 


Oklahoma, where she was a patient. She was still living there during the 1920 Census, when 
she was listed as a “Ward Helper.” Laura died there on 1 Sep 1927.°° 


°° http://www. okcemeteries. net/woodward/western/western. htm. 


The McEveny Clan in America by Steve Malone 


Page 28 


Appendix: The Lineage Back to John Wiggin 


The role of Long Islanders in saving General Washington’s army in the early days of the 
American Revolution had long been overlooked by historians. It wasn’t until the nation began to 
approach the centennial of the Revolutionary War that Congress got involved, enlisting the help 

of some of the nation’s top genealogists to discover and record the roles played by the many boat 
and ship owners and others who took part in evacuating Washington’s army to Connecticut, to 
prevent what would have been their inevitable capture by the British Army. Because of this, Long 
Island has some of the clearest and best documented genealogies of the American Colonial 
period. Charles Augustus Wiggins’ lineage back to his immigrant ancestor is an excellent 
example. 


John Wiggin departed Gravesend, Kent, England on 30 May 1656 aboard the Speedwell. The 
Speedwell and Mayflower were both used to transport Pilgrims to the New World, though 
Speedwell did not make the initial trip due to unresolved problems with leakage. It eventually 
was sold to investors, who refurbished it and later made several trips to America, including the 
one made by John Wiggin. The Speedwell reached Boston Harbor on 27 Aug 1656, after nearly 
three months at sea. 


John Wiggin is said to have accompanied Francis Brinley, a fellow passenger on the Speedwell, 
to Rhode Island. When he left there for Long Island is not Known. What is known is that before 

1672 he had married Hannah Terry Ryder at Southold, Suffolk County, New York. Southold had 
been established at the eastern end of Long Island in 1640 by settlers of the original New Haven 
Colony. 


With that introduction, here is the line of descent from John Wiggin to Charles Augustus Wiggins, 
Senior (all locations are in Suffolk County, New York unless specified otherwise): 


1. John Wiggin, b. circa 1841 in England, d. before 1698 in Southold. 
He married: 
Hannah Ryder, b. 7 Mar 1655 in Southold, d. 17 Oct 1736 in Southold. She was the 
daughter of Thomas and Abigail (Terry) Ryder. 
Their known children: 
a. James Wiggins. 
b. John Wiggins. 
c. Mary Wiggins. 
d. Annis Wiggins. 
e. Eliza Wiggins. 
2. John Wiggins, b. before 1680 in Southold, d. 3 Dec 1770 in Southold. 
He married on 14 Jan 1701: 
Mary Harwood, b. circa 1683, d. 2 Jun 1774 in Southold. She was the daughter of 
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Richard and Williamse (MNU) Harwood. 
Their known children: 
a. John Wiggins, b. 1 Mar 1702. 
b. David Wiggins, b. 28 Apr 1704. 
c. Mary Wiggins, b. 12 Dec 1705. 
d. Thomas Wiggins, b. 9 Dec 1707. 
e. Hannah Wiggins, b. 20 Apr 1709. 

3. Captain John Wiggins (ship captain), b. 1 Mar 1702 in Southold, d. 18 Dec 1768 in East 
Marion.°’ His sloop Mary (co-owned by John Conkling) was captured by the French and 
ransomed for £250 prior to 1753. He was said to have owned a large bakery at the old 
shipyard in Rocky Point (present-day East Marion). 

He married, probably around 1721: 
Mary MNU, b. about 1692, d. 2 Jun 1774 in East Marion. 
Their known children: 

a. David Wiggins, b. ~1722. 

Phebe Wiggins, b. ~1724. 

John Wiggins, b. ~1726. 

James Wiggins, b. ~1733. 

Thomas Wiggins, b. ~1734 

William Wiggins. 

4. Captain David Wiggins (ship captain), b. about 1722, d. Oct 1811. He assisted in the 
evacuation of Washington’s army after the Battle of Long Island.® At least 129 captains 
ferried the army and their supplies to Chester and Saybrook on the Connecticut River in 
Connecticut. Captain David Wiggins made multiple trips between Connecticut and Long 
Island transporting goods and supplies. 

He married on 2 Feb 1743-4: 
Ruth Terry, b. 1728, d. 10 Feb 1801. She was the daughter of Thomas and Mehetabel 
Terry. 
Their known children: 
a. Mehetabel Wiggins, b. 1745. 

Hannah Wiggins, b. 1747. 

David Wiggins, b. 1751. 

Thomas Wiggins, b. 12 Sep 1755. 

William Wiggins, b. 1759 

Ruth Wiggins, b. 

g. Joseph Wiggins, bapt. 15 Nov 1767. 

5. Captain Thomas Wiggins (ship captain), b. 12 Sep 1755, d. 28 Dec 1826.” He was 
likely the Thomas Wiggins, who together with Nathaniel Vail, owned the sloop Rosanna, 
46 tons, built at Riverhead in 1796 (Thomas’ wife had a younger brother named 


pO eae ee 


~Oo aon 


°? Find A Grave, memorial #45566553, Capt. John Wiggins (tombstone photo). 

8 Find A Grave, memorial #45566605, Mary Wiggins (tombstone photo). 

®° The Refugees of 1776 from Long Island to Connecticut by Frederick Gregory Mather (1913), page 637. 
” Find A Grave, memorial #60055261, Thomas Wiggins (tombstone photo). 
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Nathaniel).”* 
He married on 9 Apr 1778: 
Mehetabel Vail, b. 3 Feb 1756, d. 28 May 1843. She was the daughter of Peter and 
Martha (Terry) Vail. 
Their children were: 
a. Thomas Wiggins, b. 24 Feb 1779. 
Mehetabel Wiggins, b. 1 Jul 1780. 
Joseph Wiggins, b. 7 Mar 1782. 
Lydia Wiggins, b. 30 Mar 1784. 
Sheldon Wiggins, b. 9 Aug 1786. 
Nathaniel Wiggins, b. 9 Oct 1790. 
Cynthia Wiggins, b. 12 Apr 1795. 
h. Hannah Wiggins, b. 16 Apr 1797. 
6. Sheldon Wiggins, b. 9 Aug 1786. 
He married on 17 Dec 1816: 
Sarah Ann Mapes, b. 17 Dec 1792, d. about 1868. She was the daughter of Benjamin 
and Sarah (Howell) Mapes.” 
They had the following children: 
a. Charles Augustus Wiggins, b. 6 Jul 1818, m. 6 Jun 1847, Maria Lucinda 
McEveny. 
. Washington Warren Wiggins, b. 6 Jul 1820. 
c. Benjamin Franklin Wiggins, b. 24 Jul 1822, m. 6 Apr 1853, Mary Jane Cary, 
daughter of Christopher and Mary (Sylvester) Cary. 


a@moeaos 


Sheldon Wiggins 


The above source doesn’t provide much information about Sheldon Wiggins, so I'll share what 
I’ve learned about him through primary record research. 


Sheldon Wiggins served as a private in Case’s Regiment, New York Volunteers and Militia 
during the War of 1812.’° He was awarded a claim of $11.50 related to his service while he was 
living in Almond, Allegany County, New York.’* Sheldon was granted bounty land for his service 
of three tours as sergeant in Captain Terry’s Company of New York Militia, which on 15 Jan 1856 
he assigned to Edward U. Lucas, who used it to purchase 40 acres of land in Lee County, lowa 
(where his son’s McEveny in-laws were living at the time). A short time later, Congress 
expanded the bounty land program, so Sheldon became eligible for a total of 160 acres of bounty 


7 Journal of the Trustees of the Freeholders and Commonalty of East Hampton Town, 1725-1925 by East 
Hampton (N.Y.) Trustees (1926), page 51. 

” Proven in New York, Suffolk County, Deeds, Book E, pages 97 and 98, Benjamin Mapes and Sarah is 
wife to Silas H. Mapes. 

3 Ancestry.com’s War of 1812 Service Records, Sulden Wiggins. 

™ New York, Index of Award on Claims of the Soldiers in the War of 1812 by New York Adjutant General's 
Office (1860), page 536, Sheldon Wiggins. 

*® Government Land Office, Accession # MW-0894-359, Warrant #54,921. 
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land. On 10 Dec 1861, he assigned his 120 acre warrant to Ambrose Chamberlain, who used it 
to purchase land in Oceana County, Michigan.” 


On 19 Oct 1831, Sheldon Wiggins and Sally his wife of Riverhead, Suffolk County, New York 
sold to Claudius Woodhull of the same place for $500 a 50 acre tract of land in Riverhead 
abutting the properties of Henry Hudson, Gabriel Mills, Nathaniel Mills, Vincent Mapes and Ezra 
Woodhull. Sheldon and his wife Sarah both signed their names, meaning they were both literate. 
’” It was not determined how he came to possess this property, though most likely it came from 
his father’s estate (who had died in 1826). 


On 24 May 1832, Sheldon Wiggins purchased from James Jones and Polly, his wife, for $700 a 
52-acre farm in Steuben County, New York.” He sold that property on 3 Dec 1856 to Morgan H. 
Carney for $2,800.’° 


In the 1840 and 1850 Census, Sheldon was enumerated in Dansville, Steuben County, New 
York. 


In the 1858 mortgage to his son Charles, it was stated that he was living in Allegany County, New 
York, and it was there, in Wellsville, where he was enumerated in the 1860 Census. On 7 Aug 
1857, he had purchased two acres in Wellsville from Edward J. Farnum and Lucy, his wife, for 
$500.®° The property was located next door to Henry Garretsee, the father-in-law of his 
granddaughter Ida Belle Wiggins (Benjamin’s daughter). 


Sheldon Wiggins died on 30 Apr 1869 in Manhattan, New York City, though his residence was 
Hornellsville, Steuben County, New York. He was buried in Manhattan at Protestant Cemetery.®* 


Nearly 30 years later, in 1898, Sheldon’s grandson, Clarence Sheldon Wiggins (Benjamin’s son), 
filed for probate over the estate of Sheldon Wiggins, whom he stated had died around 1870. In 
his application, he claimed that Sheldon left just two heirs, Washington, who died around 1874 or 
1875, and Benjamin F. Wiggins, who died Sep 1895.°* Thus, he would appear to have cheated 
Charles’ orphans out of a share of their grandfather’s estate. In the probate he claimed that 
Sheldon’s property had been mortgaged in 1868 and that the mortgage was paid off some time in 
the 1870s (which was pretty hard to do if Sheldon had died in 1869). The property had come to 
Clarence and his sister as part of their father Benjamin’s estate, who must have been the 
mortgagee. It had been necessary for Clarence to take Sheldon’s estate through probate in order 
to get clear title to his father’s property. 


78 Government Land Office, Accession # MW-0292-222, Warrant #28,353. 

7” New York, Suffolk County, Deeds, Book P, page 108, FHL microfilm 4007197142, image 461 of 753. 
78 New York, Steuben County, Deeds, Book 11, page 234. 

7? New York, Steuben County, Deeds, Book 40, page 11. 

8° New York, Allegany County, Deeds, Volume 50, page 400. 

81 New York, New York City, Manhattan, Death Certificates, #32759, Sheldon Wiggins. 

8 New York, Steuben County, Probate Files, A12181, Sheldon Wiggins. 
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